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Let men ferioufly and attentively liften to that voice within 
them, and they will certainly need no other medium to con¬ 
vince them, either of the error or danger of thus procrajli- 
nating their repentance. Decay of Piety. 

To Procrastinate, v. n. To be dilatory* 

I procrafinate more than I did twenty years ago, and have 
feveral things to finiih, which I put off to twenty years 
hence. ^ Swift to Pope. 

Procrastination, n. f. [procrajiinatio^ Lat. from prccrajii- 
nate.] Delay; dilatorinefs. 

How defperate the hazard of fuch procra flirtation is, hath 
been convincingly demonftrated by better pens. D. of Piety. 

Procrastina'tor. n. J'. [from procrajlinate .] A dilatory 

perfon. 

Prc/creant. aclj. [procreanS) Lat.] Produftive; pregnant. 

The temple haunting martlet, does approve 
By his lov’d manfionrv, that heaven’s breath 
Smells wooingly here : no jutting frieze. 

But this bird 

Hath made his pendant bed, and procreant cradle. Shakefp. 

To PRO'CREATE. v. a. [ procreo , Lat. procreer , Fr.J To 
generate ; to produce. 

Flies crufhed and corrupted, when inclofed in fuch vefTels, 
did never procreate a new fly. Bentley. 

Since the earth retains her fruitful power, 

To procreate plants the foreft to reftore ; 

Say, why to nobler animals alone 

Should fhe be feeble, and unfruitful grown. Blackmore. 

Procrea'tion. n. f. [ procreation , Fr. procreatio , Lat. from 
procreate.] Generation ; production. 

The enclofed warmth, which the earth hath in itfelf, 
ftirred up by the heat of the fun, aflifteth nature in the fpeedier 
.procreation of thofe varieties, which the earth bringeth forth. 

Raleigh's Hijl. of the World. 

•Neither her outfide form’d fo fair, nor ought 
In procreation common to all kinds. Milton's Par. Lofl. 
Uncleannefs is an unlawful gratification of the appetite of 
procreation. South's Sermons. 

PR o'creative. adj. [from procreate.’] Generative 5 produc¬ 
tive. 

The ordinary period of the human procreative faculty in 
males is fixty-five, in females forty-five. Hale. 

Pr-o'creatiyeness. n.f [from procreative.] Power of ge¬ 
neration. 

Thefe feem to have the accurft privilege of propagating 
and not expiring, and have reconciled the procreativencfs of 
corporeal, with the duration of incorporeal fubftances. 

Decay of Piety. 

Pro’crea'tor. n. f [from procreate.] Generator; begetter. 

PRO CTOR, n. f [contradled from procurator> Lat*] 

1. A manager of another man’s affairs. 

The moft clamorous for this pretended reformation, are 
either atheifts, or elfe proftors fuborned by atheifts. Hooker. 

2 . An attorney in the fpiritual court. 

I find him charging the inconveniencies in the payment 
of tythes upon the clergy and proftors. Swift. 

3. The magiftrate of the univerfity. 

To Pro'ctor. v. a. [from the noun.] To manage. A cant 
word. 

I cannot proftor mine own caufe fo well 
To make it clear. Shakefp. Ant. and Cleop. 

Pro'ctorship. n.f [from proftor,"] Office or dignity of a 
proCtor. 

From a fcholar he became a fellow, and the prefident of 
the college, after he had received all the graces and degrees, 
the proftorjhip and the doftorfhip. Clarendon. 

Procu'mbent. adj. [procumbens y Latin.] Lying down; 
prone* 

Procurable, adj. [from procure.'] To be procured ; obtain¬ 
able ; acquirable. 

Though it be a far more common and procurable liquor 
than the infufion of lignum nephriticum, it may yet be ea- 
iily fubftituted in its room. Boyle on Colours. 

Pro'curacy* n.f [from procure.'] The management of any 
thing. 

Procura'tion. n.f [from procure.] The aft of procuring. 
Thofe, who formerly were doubtful in this matter, upon 
ftrift and repeated infpeftion of thefe bodies, and procuration 
of plain fhells from this ifland, are now convinced, that thefe 
are the .remains of fea-animals. Woodward's Nat. Hijl. 

ProcuraTor. n. f [ procurateur , Fr. from procuro f Lat.] 
Manager ; one who tranfafts affairs for another* 

I had in charge at my depart from France, 

As procurator for your excellence. 

To marry princefs Marg’ret for your grace* Shakefp. 

They confirm and feal 
Their undertaking with their deareft blood. 

As procurators for the commonweal. Daniel. 

When the procurators of king Antigonus impofed a rate 
upon the lick people, that came to Edepfum to drink the 
waters which were lately fprung, and were very healthful, 
they inftantly dried up. Taylor's Rule of Living Holy. 

5 


PRO 

Procurato'rial. adj. [from procurator.] Made by a nr T 
All procuratorial exceptions ought to be made befor ; * 

teftation of fuit, and not afterwards, as being dilat 6 ^ 
ceptions, if a proftor was then made and conftituted Jiff 
Procu'ratory. adj. [from procurator.] Tending to * } 


tion. 


procura- 


To PROCU'RE. v. a. [procure , Lat. procurer , Fr.] 

1. To manage ; to tranfaft for another. 

-2. To obtain ; to acquire. 

They fhall fear and tremble, for all the profperity that T 
procure unto it. ' ... 1 

Happy though but ill, ’ XXUI ‘ 

If we procure not to ourfelves more woe. 

We no other pains endure, 

Than thofe that we ourfelves procure. jy r 1 

Then by thy toil procur'd , thou food fhalt eat. dL 2 

3. To perfuade ; to prevail on. / 

Is it my lady mother ? 

What unaccuftom’d caufe procures her hither ? Shah A 

Whom nothing can procure , 

When the wide world runs biafs, from his will 
To writhe his limbs, and fhare, not mend the ill. Herbert . 

4. To contrive ; to forward. 

Proceed, Salinus, to procure my fall. 

And by the doom of death end woes and all. Sbakefp. 
To Pro'cure. V\ n. To bawd; to pimp. 

Our author calls colouring, lena fororis, in plain Eno-lifh 
the bawd of her filler, the defign or drawing: fhe cloaths > 
fhe drefles her up, fhe paints her, fhe makes her appear more 
lovely than naturally fhe is, fhe procures for the delign, and 
makes lovers for her. Dry den's Dufrefnoy. 

With what impatience muff the mufe behold. 

The wife by her procuring hufband fold. Dryden. 

Procurement, n.f The aft of procuring. 

They mourn your ruin as their proper fate, 

Curfing the emprefs ; for they think it done 
By her procurement. Dryden's Aurengz. 

ProcuRer. n.f [from procure.] 

1. One that gains; obtainer. 

Angling was after tedious ftudy, a moderator of pallions, 
and a procurer of contentednefs. Walton's Angler. 

2 . Pimp; pandar; 

Strumpets'in their youth, turn procurers in their age. South. 
Procu'RESs. n.f. [from procure.] A bawd. 

I faw the molf artful procurefs in town, feducing a young 
girl. Spectator. 

PRODIGAL, adj. [ prodigus , Lat. prodigue , Fr.] Profufe; 
wafteful; expenfive ; lavifh ; not frugal; not parcimonious. 

Leaft I fhould feem over prodigal in the praife of my coun¬ 
trymen, I will only prefent you with fome few verfes. Camd. 
Be now as prodigal of all dear grace, 

As nature was in making graces dear. 

When fhe did ftarve the general world befide. 

And prodigally gave them all to you. Shakefp. 

My chief care 

Is to come fairly off from the great debts, 

Wherein my time, fomething too prodigal , 

Hath left me gaged. Shakefp. Merch , of Venice. 

Diogenes did beg more of a prodigal man than the reft; 
whereupon one faid, fee your bafenefs, that when you find 
a liberal mind, you will take moft of him ; no, laid Dioge¬ 
nes, bilt I mean to beg of the reft again. Bacon. 

As a hero, whom his bafer foes 
In troops furround ; now thefe afiails, now thofe, 

Though prodigal of life, difdains to die 

By common harlds. Denham. 

Here patriots live, who for their country’s good, 

In fighting fields were prodigal of blood. Dryden. 

The prodigal of foul rufh’d on the ftroke 
Of lifted weapons, and did wounds provoke. Dryden. 

O ! beware, 

Great warrior, nor too prodigal of life, 

Expofe the Britifh fafety. Philips. 

Some people are prodigal of their blood, and others fo fpar- 
ing, as if fo much life and blood went together. Baker . 

Pro'digal. n.f. Awafter; a fpendthrift. 

A beggar fuddenly grown rich, becomes a prodigal ; for to 
obfeure his former obfeurity, he puts on riot and ^excels. 

Benj. John/on's Difcovery . 

Thou 

Ow’ft all thy Ioffes to the fates ; but I, 

Like wafteful prodigals, have caft away 
Myhappinefs. De«hm'^J 

Let the wafteful prodigal be flain. cn ^ 

Prodiga'lity. n.f. [prodigality Fr. from prodigal.] Bxtra 
vagance ; profufion ; wafte ; exceflive liberality. 

A fweeter and lovelier gentleman. 

Fram’d in the of nature, 1 t fC 

The fpacious world cannot again afford. ja Jf ’ 

He that decries covetoufnefs, fhould not be held 
fary to him that oppofeth prodigality. 

It 
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It is not always fo obvious to diftinguifh between an aft of 
liberality and aft of prodigality. , South’s Sermons. 

The moft fevere cenfor cannot but be pleafed with the pro¬ 
digality of his wit, though at the fame time he could have 
wrfhed, that the mafterof it had been a better manager. Dry. 
Pro'digalLY. adv. [from prodigal.] Profufely ; waftefully ; 
extravagantly. 

We are not yet fo wretched in our fortunes, 

Nor in our wills fo loft, as to abandon 

A friendfhip prodigally , of that price f 

As is the fenate and the people of Rome. B. Johnfon. 

I cannot well be thought fo prodigally thirfty of my fubjefts 
blood, as to venture my own life. King Charles . 

The next in place and punifhment are they, 

Who prodigally throw their fouls away ; 

Fools, who repining at their wretched ftate. 

And loathing anxious life, fuborn’d their fate. Dryden. 

Nature not bounteous now, but lavifh grows, 

Our paths with flow’rs fhe prodigally ftrows. Dryden. 

PRODPGIOUS. adj [prodigiofus , Lat. prodigieux , Fr.] Ama- 
zino-; aftonifhing ; fuch as may feem a prodigy ; portentous ; 
enormous ; monftrous ; amazingly great. 

If e’er he have a child, abortive be it, 

. Prodigious and untimely brought to light. Shakefp , 

An emiffion of immateriate virtues we are a little doubtful 
to propound, it being fo prodigious ; but that it is conftantly 
avouched by many. Bacon's Nat, Hijl. 

It is prodigious to have thunder in a clear fky. Brown. 

Then entring at the gate, 

Conceal’d in clouds, prodigious to relate. 

He mix’d, unmark’d, among the bufy throng. Dryden . 
The Rhone enters the lake, and brings along with it a 
prodigious quantity of water. Addijon's Remarks on Italy. 

It is a fcandal to chriitianity, that in towns, where there 
is a prodigious increafe in the number of houfes and inhabi¬ 
tants, fo little care fhould be taken for churches. Swift. 

Prodigiously, adv. [from prodigious.] 

1. Amazingly; aftonifningly ; portentoufly; enormoufly. 

I do not mean abiolutely according to philofophick exaft- 
nefs infinite, but only infinite or innumerable as to us, or their 
number prodigioufy great. Ray on the Creation. 

2. It is fometimes ufed as a familiar hyperbole. 

Iam prodigioufy pleafed with this joint volume. Pope. 
Prodi'g .ousness. n.f. [from prodigious.] Enormoufnefs; 

portentoufnefs ; amazing qualities. 

Prodigy, n.f. [prodige , Fr. prodigium , Lat.] 

1. Any thing out of the ordinary procefs of nature, from which 
omens are drawn ; portent. 

Be no more an exhal’d meteor, 

A prodigy of fear, and a portent 

Of broached mifehief, to'the unborn times. Shakefp. 

The party oppolhe to our fettlement, feem to be driven 
out of all human methods, and are reduced to the poor com¬ 
fort of prodigies and old womens fables. Addijon. 

2 . Monftcr. 

Moft of mankind, through their own fluggifhnefs, become 
nature’s prodigies^ not her children. Benj.Johnfor. 

3. Any thing aftonifhing for good or bad. 

They would feem prodigies of learning. Spectator. 

Prodi'tio'^. n.f. [proditio, Lat.] Treafon ; treachery. Ain. 
PRO'DJTOR. n.J. [Latin.] A ti ay tor. Not in ufe. 

Piel’d prieft, doft thou command me be fhut out ? 

—I do, thou moft ufurping proditor. Shakefp. 

Prodito rious. adj. [from proditor, Lat.] 

1. Trayterous ; treacherous; perfidious. 

Now proditorious wretch ! what haft thou done, 

To make this barb’rous bafe afiafiinate ? Daniel. 

2 . Apt to make difeoveries. 

Solid and conclufive charafters are emergent from the mind, 
and ftart out of children when themfelves leaft think of it; 
for nature is proditorious. Wotton on Education. 

To PRODU'CE. v. a. [produco , Lat. produire> Fr.] 

1. To offer to the view or notice. 

Produce your caufe, faith the Lord ; bring forth your ftrono- 
reafons. x jj # 2 i. 

2 . To exhibit to the publick. 

Your parents did not produce you much into the world, 
whereby you avoided many wrong fteps. Swift. 

3. To bring as an evidence. 

It feems not meet, nor wholefome to my place, 

To be produc’d againft the Moor. Shakefp. Othello. 

4. To bear; to bring forth, as a vegetable. 

This foil produces all forts of palm-trees. Sandys. 

5 - To caufe; to effeft; to generate ; to beget. 

oomewhat is produced of nothing ; for lyes are fufficient to 
breed opinion, and opinion brings on fubftance. Bacon. 

They by imprudence mix’d 

Produce prodigious births of body or mind. Milton. 

Thou all this good of evil fhalt produce. Milton, 

Clouds may rain, and rain produce 
Fruits in her foften’d foil. Milton . 
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Obferving in ourfelves, that we can at pleafure move feve¬ 
ral parts of our bodies ; the effefts alfo, that natural bodies 
are able to produce in one another, occuring every moment to 
our fenfes, we both thefe ways get the idea of power. Locke. 

Hinder light but from ftriking on porphyre; and its colours 
vanifh, it no longer produces any fuch ideas ; upon the return 
of light, it produces thefe appearances again. Locke . 

"This wonder of the fculptOr’s hand 

Produc'd , his art was at a ftand. Addifon. 

Produce, n.f [from the verb. This noun, though accented 
on the laft fyllable by Dryden , is generally accented on the 
former.] 

1. Produft ; that which any thing.yields or brings. 

You hoard not health for your own private ufe. 

But on the publick fpend the rich Dryden. 

2 . Amount; profit; gain ; emergent fum or quantity. 

In Staffordfhire, after their lands are marled, they fow it 
with barley, allowing three buftiels to an acre. Its common 
produce is thirty bufhels. Mortimer's Hufbandry. 

This tax has already been fo often tried, that we know the 
exaft produce of it. Addifon s Freeholder , N° 20. 

Produ'cent. n.f. [from produce.] One that exhibits; one 
that offers. 

If an inflrument be produced with a proteftation in favour 
of the producent, and the adverfe party does not contradift, 
it fhall be conftrued to the advantage Of the producent. Ayliffe. 

Producer, n.f. [from produce. ] One that generates or pro¬ 
duces. 

By examining how I, that could contribute nothing to mine 
own being, fhould be here, I came to afk the fame queftion 
for my father, and fo am led in a direft line to a firft producer 
that mull be more than man. Suckling. 

Whenever want of money, or want of defire in the con- 
fumer, make the price low, that immediately reaches the firft 
producer. , Locke . 

Producible, adj. [from produce.] 

1. Such as may be exhibited. 

That is accounted probable, which has better arguments 
producible for it, than can be brought againft it. South. 

Many warm expreffions of the fathers are producible in this 
cafe. Decay of Piety. 

2. Such as may be generated or'made. 

The falts producible , are the alcalis or fixt falts, which feem 
to have an antipathy with acid ones. Boyle. 

Producible ness. n. f. [from producible.] The ftate of 
being producible. 

To confirm our doftrine of the produciblenefs of falts, Hel- 
mont allures us, that by Paracelfus’s fal circulation folid bo¬ 
dies, particularly ftones, may be tranlmuted into actual fait 
equiponderant. Boyle. 

Pro'duct. n.f. [produftus^'L'a.t. produit,Fr] 

1. Something produced, as fruits, grain, metals. 

The landholder, having nothing but what the produft of 
his land will yield, muft take the market-rate. Locke . 

Our Britifh produfts are of fuch kinds and quantities, as 
can turn the balance of trade to our advantage. Addifon. 

Range in the fame quarter, the produfts of the fame feafon. 

Speftator. 

See thy bright altars 

Heap’d with the produfts of Sabaean fprings. Pope. 

2. Work ; compofition. 

Moft of thofe books, which have obtained great reputation 
in the world, are the produfts of great and wife men. Watts. 

3. Thing confequential; effeft. 

Thefe are the produft 

Of thofe ill-mated marriages. Milton's Par. Lofl. 

ProduCtile. adj. [from produco, Lat.] Which may be pro¬ 
duced. 

Production, n.f. [produftion^Fx. from produft.] 

1. The aft of producing. 

A painter fhould forefee the harmony of the lights and 
fhadows, taking from each of them that which will moft con¬ 
duce to the produftion of a beautiful effeft. Dryden. 

2. The thing produced ; fruit; produft. 

The beft of queens and beft of herbs we owe 

To that bold nation, which the way did fhow 

To the fair region, where the fun does rife. 

Whole rich productions we fo juftly prize. Waller. 

What would become of the fcrofulous confumptive pro- 
duftion , furnifhed by our men of wit arid learnino-. Swift. 

3. Compofition. 0 

We have had our names prefixed at length, to whole vo¬ 
lumes of mean productions. Swift. 

Produ ctive. adj. [from produce.] Having the power to pro¬ 
duce ; fertile ; generative ; efficient. 

In thee 

Not in themfelves, all their known virtue appears 

Productive as in herb and plant. Milton. 

This is turning nobility unto a principle of virtue, and 
making it productive of merit, as it is underftood to have 
been originally a reward of it. Speftator. N° 
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